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MISSION

To provide biblically based,  
Christ-centred education 

equipping students for ef fective 
service and leadership.

VISION

To be a Christian learning  
community of excellence, where 

l ives are transformed.

CHRIST  
CENTRED

BIBLICALLY  
BASED



Dear Friends

As a Christian College we require clarity 
around why we do what we do, in order to 
be authentic and determined in purpose. 
Therefore, we need to be strategic in our 
planning and also in evaluating progress 
against our statements of intent. Reflective 
questions and evaluation help us align 
our thinking and actions with higher order 
objectives.

The notion of nurturing young people to 
develop hearts that are turned towards 
God, heads that know and discern, hands 
that serve as a continual act of worship 
and habits that keep them in God’s will; 
this is aspirational, inspirational and a 
worthwhile pursuit. Equipping them in this 
way is a combination of God’s Holy Spirit 
at work in their l ives and our continuous 
encouragement, prayerfulness and 
modelling, through deliberately fostering 

these vir tues by the four pil lars, in day to 
day teaching and learning, both in an out of 
the classroom. 

We have a deep hope for each young 
person in our learning community. It is that 
a confident faith and a Christ-like character 
is formed in them, which leads to a life of 
joy, purpose and service. We believe that 
the good work begun by God will continue 
until it is f inished and each of us hear 
the words,

“Well done, good and faithful servant” 
(Matthew 25:21).

 
Shalom 
Larne Edmeades 
Principal
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Bethlehem College is a community of 
learners that values both academic rigour, 
which challenges and engages students, 
as well as opportunities to shape student 
character and values after the likeness of 
Christ. Excellence through Christ begins with 
the gospel of God’s excellent work in this 
world, is seen in the grace and redemption  
of human failure, and most of all in love which 
mediates how we help students to learn. 
To reach these goals requires clarity about 
where we are going and how we are getting 
there. That is why the community needs to  
be united around strategies, planning,  
and evaluating how well we are doing 
towards our purpose.

 The notion of nurturing young people 
holistically to develop hearts that are 
turned towards God is a worthwhile pursuit. 
With that aim in mind, the acquiring and 
imparting of knowledge, followed by deeper 
understanding, and finally wisdom, to apply 
and use that learning, define a Christian 
learning experience. Equipping students in 
this way is a combination of the continuous 

encouragement of all the community, 
prayerfulness, modelling, and the activity of 
the Holy Spirit in the day-to-day teaching and 
learning, in and out of the classroom.

Teachers have a deep hope for every student 
in their learning journey, and students have 
deep spiritual longings which find purpose 
through the gospel vision for life. Our hope 
and confidence in Christ can be summed up 
in these words:

‘We continually ask God to fill you with 
the knowledge of his will through all the 
wisdom and understanding that the Spirit 
gives, so that you may live a life worthy 
of the Lord and please him in every way: 
bearing fruit in every good work, growing in 
the knowledge of God’ (Colossians 1:9-10).

Shalom
Larne Edmeades
Principal
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Growth in

Christian
Character 
COMMUNITY MANAAKITANGA

1.1 
Foster a deeper 
commitment to 
community and 
personal spiritual 
formation.

1.2 
Enhance structures, 
rhythms and 
procedures that 
support the  
holistic welfare of 
the staffing team.

1.3 

Engage with 
the community 
through effective 
communication.

NELP 1, 2, 3



2.1 
Implement more 
effective support 
for students who 
have reading 
and numeracy 
skills, below their 
chronological age.

2.2 
To advance effective 
monitoring and 
evaluation (for 
improvement) 
across the College.

2.3 

Foster closer 
relationships within 
the educational 
sector to increase 
opportunities to 
exchange ideas  
and grow.

Growth in

Learning 
HOLISTIC LEARNING AKO TOROWHĀNUI

NELP 1, 2, 3, 4



3.1 
Engage fully in 
the understanding 
and development 
of our Biblically 
Responsible 
Practice.

3.2 
Implement the  
New Zealand 
Curriculum refresh.

3.3 

Strengthen 
student services.

3.4 

Develop and 
embed BC learning 
principles, based 
on beliefs, through 
the examination of 
evidence-based 
approaches to 
teaching, including 
the work of Hattie, 
Stobie, and 
Rosenshine.

Growth in

Teaching
STEWARDING KAITIAKI

NELP 1, 2, 3, 4



4.1 
Review the current 
undertaking and 
commitment to 
service and mission.

4.2 
Rebuild a 
compelling vision 
for service and 
mission amongst 
the community of 
Bethlehem College.

4.3 

Sustainably 
resource the 
leadership of this 
Strategic priority.

Growth in

Serving
MISSION & SERVICE WHAKARATO

NELP 1, 2, 3, 4
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Phone   07 576 6769  
Email   office@beth.school.nz 
Address   Bethlehem College
  24 Elder Lane 
  Bethlehem
  Tauranga 3110, New Zealand
Website  www.beth.school.nz

1 CORINTHIANS 9:24  
Do you not know that in a race all the runners 
run, but only one receives the prize? So run 
that you may obtain it.

Sport is a cornerstone 
of our curriculum, 
supporting the 
school’s goal of 
producing graduates 
who are balanced and 
committed to success.

Our range of indoor 
and outdoor facil ities 
provide students with 
a superb environment 
to excel in their chosen 
sporting arena.

Students are 
encouraged to take 
part in a wide range 
of sporting activities. 
The Bethlehem College 
Events Centre provides 
an excellent venue 
for indoor sports. 
Extensive outdoor 
facil ities cater to other 
popular codes.

ROMANS 12:2  
Be transformed by the renewal of your mind.

Children f lourish in 
an environment which 
af f irms that l i fe has 
meaning and greater 
purpose.

At Bethlehem College, 
learning is a process of 
guided discovery. We 
are constantly seeking 
to apply biblical truth to 
al l our thinking, and the 
actions and activity that 
result. 

Our approach is one 
of teaching, modell ing 

and example; al lowing 
students freedom of 
choice and remaining 
committed to their best 
welfare. 

At junior level, our 
classes are designed 
to plant seeds that wil l 
grow in the minds of 
our young students. 
The focus at senior 
level is preparation for 
young adulthood, by 
stretching students 
intel lectually, physically, 
social ly and spiritually.

MATTHEW 22:37–39  
You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind... and you shall love your 
neighbour as yourself.

We shape the moral 
character of our 
students, teaching that 
integrity and a strong 
relationship with Christ, 
will serve throughout 
their whole lives. We 
help them to look 
outwardly and see what 
they can do for others, 
at a time when the world 
is becoming increasingly 
self-absorbed.

One of the great 
lessons Christ gave 
us was the value of an 
attitude of service and 
leadership. Our biblical 
worldview prepares 
our students to go out 
and make a positive 
dif ference in the 
world, and to serve the 
communities in which 
they l ive.

PSALM 150:6  
Let everything that has breath praise  
the Lord.

The arts are an essential 
part of a well-rounded 
education. The provision 
of the wonderful 
Performing Arts Centre 
in 2009 has greatly 
enhanced the teaching 
of music, drama and 
dance within the school.

Opportunities in the arts 
are wide and varied, 
with students able to 
showcase their abilities 
in instrumental, vocal 
groups, dance and 
drama.


