
 

 

 
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
The first four weeks of term have been marked by a strong sense of 
settledness across the school, which has been both encouraging and 
a true blessing. I am grateful to God for the relationships and 
friendships that are developing — between students and teachers, 
and among students themselves. As a school, we deeply value 
fostering a genuine sense of belonging for both students and 
families. From my interactions across all year levels, it is evident 
that this is being experienced within our community. There is 
indeed much to be thankful for. 
 
Thank you for prioritising time with your child’s teachers over the 
past few days. I have been encouraged by the high level of 
attendance and engagement with our Parent Teacher 
Conferences. The partnership between home and school is 
invaluable. Developing a shared understanding of how your 
child learns places us in the best possible position to meet their 
needs effectively throughout the 2026 academic year.  
 
I would also like to warmly welcome our new international 
students and families to Bethlehem College Primary. We 
recognise that choosing to relocate to another country for 
education is a significant commitment. Our hope and prayer is 
that you settle well, feel supported, and form meaningful, lasting 
friendships within our community. 
 
 
 

 
 

Wed 4th Mar - BC 
 

Wed 4th Mar – 6pm - Lblock staff room 
 

Tues 10th Mar – Wairoa Marae 
 

Wed 11th Mar – Wairoa Marae 
 

Tues 17th Mar 
 

Thurs 19th Mar – 8.45am – 2.45am 
 

Fri 20th Mar – Charity & Theme TBC 
 

Mon 23rd Mar – 25th Mar – Totara Springs 
 
 
 

Our Vision 
To be a Christian learning 

community of excellence where 
lives are ran ormed  

               Facebook: @bethlehemcollege 
               Instagram: @bethlehemcollege_nz 
               Website: Enrolled Families 

 

     

https://www.facebook.com/bethlehemcollege
https://www.instagram.com/bethlehemcollege_nz/
https://www.beth.school.nz/contact/enrolled-families


 

 

Today you will have received communication regarding the Bethlehem College 
Attendance Management Plan. This plan is a requirement of the Ministry of Education 
and underscores the importance of regular school attendance. We have both a 
responsibility and a duty to ensure that students attend school unless they are unwell. 
 
You can support us by notifying the school via SchoolBridge if your child will be absent, 
including providing a reason for their absence. For your information, schools are now required to 
make contact with parents after five days of absence within a term. If a child is absent for ten days 
or more in a term, a meeting with Primary Leadership is required to explore how we can best support 
improved attendance. If absences reach fifteen days or more, a meeting with me, as Head of 
Primary, will be arranged. 
 
Please be assured that these measures are not intended to be punitive. Rather, they are in place to 
ensure that we work together to support your child’s wellbeing and consistent engagement in 
learning.  
 
 

Mr Edmeades used Pip and Pop, his sock puppets to show that friendship and 
forgiveness go together. Using the proverb 17:9 “If you forgive someone, you 
show that you love him. But if you keep talking about it, you break up a 
friendship”, Mr Edmeades highlighted how important it is to let go of 
‘wrongdoings’ if we are saying someone is forgiven.    
  
Friends are important. Mr Martin shared last week about the attributes of a good 
friend. He asked us to consider if we were good friends or not and then 
challenged us to make one new friend during the week at school.  
 
 

 

 
E3 and E4 along with our MC’s 
Nikitah van der Put and 
Alexander Adams led a 
fantastic assembly this morning 
talking about the pacific 
migration from Hawaii.  They 
performed a Sasa dance.  The 
secondary Pasifika group 
performed as well, and we were 
blessed. 



 

 

 
Jump Jam is a whole school initiative aimed at getting everyone 
engaged in physical exercise, while also having fun. It began with 
enthusiasm last Friday, led by a keen group of Year 5 and 6 
volunteers. Our thanks to Mrs Ruth Sutcliffe who will be guiding 
this group across the year, as they endeavour to learn new 
routines.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
A1 were the first recipients of our cloak bay trophy for 
2026. Our student service leaders Esther and Manna had 
the privilege of presenting the trophy and took the time to 
remind us all about keeping our bags zipped, lockers 
closed and no rubbish in the area. Congratulations A1! 
 
 
 
 

Year 3 has been looking at the story, "Have you filled 
a bucket day today?" We had a fun bucket rotation of 
water relays, ball and bucket relays and balloon 
volleyball into a bucket. In class we played a variety of 
games with container activities. 'Have you filled a 
bucket today?' 
 



 

 

 
 
At BCP, we love to have our students involved in extra-curricular activities, whether it be sports, the 
arts or even lego!  Next week we have three such opportunities starting.  
 
Year 5 and 6 students 

• Kapa haka on Monday afternoon from 2:15pm in the hall  

• E Pro8 on Tuesday at lunchtime outside the hall.  
 

Years 4 – 6 students 

• Choir will start on Friday from 1:15 - 2:00pm in the music room.  
 

We encourage students to come and check these activities out over the next couple of 
weeks before deciding on their commitment. If these are things your children might be 
interested in, please encourage them to attend.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Year 5 and 6 students enjoyed their annual Swimming Sports competition at Greerton Pools on 
Monday 16th February. Thank you to the parents and grandparents who were able to attend in 
support. It was great to see children fully participate and encourage one another. BCP certainly has 
some incredible swimmers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Reminder… Winter Sport registrations close on Sunday 1st March 
https://www.beth.school.nz/studentlife/sports 
 

https://www.beth.school.nz/studentlife/sports


 

 

Drop off - please be careful not to park in places that cause congestion, especially on wet 
days. Remember it is a drop/pick up zone, not a ‘leave your car and collect’ zone. As a 
school it is a blessing to have a ‘drop off’ area and it is important to see it respected for what 
it is.  
 
Upcoming Road Closures 
We have been notified by the Bay of Plenty Regional Council of the following road closures.   
 

• Road closure between St Andrews Drive and Wakefield Drive 
16 March 2026 – 16 September 2026 

• Road closure between Wakefield Drive and Sterling Gate Drive 
16 September 2026 – January 2027 (specific date to be confirmed) 

 
 
Uniform Reminders 
In our last newsletter there was a reminder for all students to be in correct uniform. It 
has been noticed that a number of students are wearing PE shirts for general warmth 
instead of the jersey. The PE shirt is only to be worn for PE. The jersey is required for 
general wear. If there are reasons this is not possible, please send an email to a 
member of the PLT. Joel.Devcich@beth.school.nz, Nathan.Martin@beth.school.nz , 
Jo.West@beth.school.nz  
 
Moving forward, staff will be sending home uniform reminders if there are areas that 
need addressing.      
  
 

 
As our children settle back into daily routines of school and perhaps even new 
activities after school, we can help our children build resilience to change. I 
thought this article had some good and helpful tips and I encourage you to 
give it a read.  
 
Parenting Place - Back to School Survival Guide     
  
Thank you for your ongoing partnership and commitment to our school 
community. 
 
Ngā mihi nui, 
 
Jo 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Joel.Devcich@beth.school.nz
mailto:Nathan.Martin@beth.school.nz
mailto:Jo.West@beth.school.nz
https://parentingplace.nz/resources/back-to-school-survival-guide


 

 

• BC Parent Year Groups: Join us at the chapel on a Wednesday from 12.30-1 
pm for a 30 min devo/prayer/fellowship to encourage & connect parents with 
similarly aged students. 

• Rob Cope Parenting Evening: Join us Wed 11 March from 4.30-6 pm to learn 
specific tools/techniques to empower our kids to make good decisions online. 
At least one parent from each family is requested to attend one of the four 2026 
events. Tickets are $5 at www.eventfinda.co.nz.  

• Open Day: New parents to Secondary and prospective BC families are invited 
to join us for an afternoon touring the campus, talking about the extensive 
opportunities for students, viewing classrooms, and answering any questions you 
may have. To reserve a space, please register here. 

• BC Businesses: Need a referral for a business? Have a business you’d like to 
list? Want to connect with other businesses? Check out our BC Business page 
here.  

• Enrolment: Applications for students entering Year 7 and 9 in 2027 (not currently attending 
BC) close on 30 June. Online application here. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

http://www.eventfinda.co.nz/
https://www.beth.school.nz/etickets/open-day-l-19-march-4-pm
https://www.beth.school.nz/about/community/bc-businesses
https://www.beth.school.nz/enrol/documents-and-fees


 

 

 
 
 
 


