
 

 

TERM 3 2026 –  Newsletter #11  

 
Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
  
We are grateful to God for the week of activity that BCP has enjoyed. 
  
This week has been Maths Week across New Zealand. It has been 
wonderful to see our students engaging in daily challenges and 
activities that have highlighted just how much fun mathematics can 
be. Maths is a meaningful and valuable skill that helps us make 
sense of the world around us, solve problems, think creatively and 
persevere when challenges arise. 

 
Our next Civvies Day is coming up on Wednesday 26 August 
for the whole College. The BCP theme is ‘Winter Woollies’, 
so it is time to bring out those well-loved hats and scarves! 
This term, we will be raising funds for Asian Outreach’s 
‘Winter Kits’ fundraiser, which provides warm coats and hats 
for children living in poverty in Mongolia, where winter 
conditions can be extremely cold! 
 

 
As we think about children in need around our world, we will also 
once again offer families the opportunity to participate in the 
annual Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Project. Children 
throughout the Pacific have benefited from the generosity of BCP 
families who fill shoeboxes with special gifts, which are shared 
alongside the message of Jesus. Shoeboxes will be available from 
the Primary Office from Monday for those families who would like 
to participate. They will be collected from school in Week 2 of Term 
4, giving families plenty of time to prepare a box. 
 

 

TERM 3  

key dates  
 
 

 Y5&Y6 Bike Week  
  Mon 17th Aug – Thurs 20th Aug - BC 
 
 Y3 Funky Fun Day  
  Mon 17th Aug – Mercury Arena 
 
 Y5&6 Hockey Tournament  
  Tues 18th Aug – Tga Hockey Assn 
 
 Y4 - Y6 Speech competition  
  Mon 24th Aug – BC 
 
 Civvies day  
 Wed 26th Aug – Charity – Asian Outreach                 
  Winter kits. Theme: Winter Woolies 
 
 Y3&Y4 Hockey Tournament  
  Tues 25th Aug – Tga Hockey Assn 
 
 Grandparents day  
  Thurs 27th Aug – BC – 9.30am -11am 
 
  Primary art exhibition  
  Thurs 27th Aug – 29th Aug – Primary Hall 
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It has also been a week to celebrate the many extra-curricular activities our students are involved in. 
We know that God has gifted each of us with individual talents, and it is a joy to provide opportunities 
for our students to discover and develop these gifts.  
 
On Tuesday evening, our Dance Group, led by Mrs Ruth Sutcliffe, performed at the NZ Made 
Dance competition at Baycourt. They performed beautifully and can be proud of their hard work. 
Over the winter months, we have also had large numbers of students involved in hockey, 
football, basketball, netball and club rugby. It has been fabulous watching our children give their 
best in settings beyond the classroom, and I have been particularly encouraged to see the many 
ways they have reflected Jesus through positive sportsmanship. 
 
My sincere thanks to all our parent coaches and managers who generously give their time to 
support our teams, and to the parents who faithfully support their children each week. Your 
encouragement and commitment is greatly valued. 
 
It is a privilege to see our students growing in knowledge, confidence, character and faith. May we 
continue to encourage them to use the gifts God has given them to serve others and bring glory to 
Him. 
 
Ngā mihi nui,  
 
Jo West 
 
 

Worship and assembly  

 
D1 and D2 led our school assembly last week, 
featuring some wearable arts bags, masks and 
cars. Both classes shared poetry and it was 
encouraging to see students confidently share their 
work.   
 

 

 



 

 

Maths week  

Maths week has been 5 days of excitement! Daily Math challenges, a scavenger hunt, 'guess the 
Lego' in the jar and ‘caught being a mathematician’, are some of the many maths activities and 
celebration points that students at BCP have been involved in this week. Mrs Sanders and Mr Martin 
have been amazing at providing opportunities for all of us to be mathematicians.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Dancenz made  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D2 narratives  

 

 

On Tuesday 11th August, a group of 17 Year 4–6 
BCP girls joined more than 250 students from 
across the Bay of Plenty at Baycourt for a 
wonderful day of dance. The girls had the 
opportunity to take part in contemporary and hip 
hop workshops, as well as watch the Year 7–13 
students learning and performing throughout the 
day. 
That evening, we returned to Baycourt to present 
“Can I Get a Chee Hoo” as part of a showcase 
featuring dances from schools across the region. 
Our girls were amazing, both on and off the stage. 
They danced with confidence, encouraged one 
another, and truly shone with joy throughout the 
whole day. We were incredibly proud of them! 

 



 

 

Y6 Netball tournament  
 
Our Year 6 Ferns participated in the WBOP Netball Tournament  
on the 12th of August. The girls played hard, had lots of fun, and 
 had a fantastic day overall. Well done to this team! 
 

 

 

Friendly reminders  

 
Please help us by encouraging your child to wear the correct school uniform, including their PE 
gear. Shoes need to be black polishable school shoes. Trainers and sneakers are for PE only.  
 
Drop Offs/ Pick Ups: Thank you to the parents who park and walk their children into school each 
day. A friendly reminder, the ‘drop off’ zone requires an adult to remain in the car. Please do not 
park in this zone and leave your car.  
 
A friendly reminder that, with the exception of the designated disabled parking space, parents are 
not permitted to drive into the school grounds or use the staff car park area near the Uniform Shop 
for afternoon pick-ups. This helps reduce congestion and, most importantly, keeps our students safe 
by limiting unnecessary vehicle movement around the school campus.  
 

Happy parenting  

 
As parents and caregivers, we want our children to know they are loved, valued 
and capable. The everyday words we use, the way we respond to challenges, 
and the time we spend together all help shape how children see themselves. 
 
We can build their confidence by noticing and encouraging their strengths, 
speaking with kindness, giving them time and connection, staying calm, and 
reminding them that we are always on their team. Most importantly, we can help 
our children recognise the unique gifts and qualities God has placed within 
them. 
 
Let’s be intentional about speaking life, encouragement and truth into our children, helping them 
grow with confidence in who they are and who God created them to be. This article may provide you 
with some ‘food for thought’.  
https://parentingplace.nz/resources/calling-out-the-gold-in-your-children 
 
Ngā mihi nui,  
 
Jo West 
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Notices  
• PTA: You are most welcome to join us at the next PTA meeting on Thu 27 Aug at 7 pm in 

the BC Staffroom. 
• BC Businesses: Need a referral for a business? Have a business you’d like to list? Want to 

connect with other businesses? Check out our BC Business page here and join us at our 
next event on Wednesday 19 August 4.30 pm with Part II of the group discussion on AI. 

• Rob Cope Parenting Evening: Don’t miss the 2026 edition of Rob Cope’s Parenting Online 
video session on Wed 18 Aug. Practical tips on parenting throughout the years. $5 tickets 
here. 

• Grandparents Morning Tea: Bethlehem College would like to cordially invite our 
grandparents (and honorary grandparents) of Years 0-13 to join us in celebrating and 
honouring your treasured role in the life of our students at BC. Join us on Thu 27th Aug from 
9.30-11.30 am. You are most welcome to attend any part of the morning programme. Please 
register here by Mon 24 Aug. Sponsored by the Bethlehem College PTA. 

• Yearbook: One free Arotahi yearbook is given to each family - either to the departing senior 
OR the eldest child, as well as a pdf version of the magazine available to download for free. 
For those families wishing to order additional copies, these can be purchased for $20 per 
copy here through 25 September. We also welcome business advertising starting at $100 
(info here) booked by 28 August. 

• Chapel Worship: All welcome Wednesday mornings 8-8.30 am for mid-week worship in the 
chapel, with chapel open until 9 am. 

• Alumni: Calling all past students, friends, parents and staff of Bethlehem College (Primary, 
Secondary & Chapman)! We would love to connect with you. Join our BC Connect group 
today to reconnect with BC friends here: www.beth.school.nz/about/alumni. 

• RightNow Media: As part of the BC community, you have a membership to RightNow Media. 
Whether you’re looking for encouragement in marriage, practical parenting wisdom, spiritual 
growth resources, or safe Biblical content for your children, this library is here for you. Our 
hope is that this resource strengthens your faith, encourages your family, and supports you 
as you lead your home.  
Sign up for free today:  https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/bethstudents. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.beth.school.nz/about/community/bc-businesses
https://www.eventfinda.co.nz/2026/rob-cope-parenting-evening-2026-edition/tauranga
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/geqtRN53sF
https://forms.office.com/r/DUsfDMmKeT
https://beth.ibcdn.nz/media/2025_12_08_bc-yearbook-advertising.pdf
https://www.beth.school.nz/about/alumni
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/bethstudents


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


